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DOING THE ORDINARY EXTRAORDINARILY WELL
400 Earhart St « Medford OR, 97501

12/9/14

OREGON STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, Oregon 97310-1300

Re: Instructional Hours Definition 581-022-0102

Dear State Board of Education, ODE and others,

| am the Executive Director of one of the largest Charter Schools in the state. | am writing to express
concern over the desire to redefine instructional time.

| am asking that you cease and desist and leave the definition as it is. We are under so many
regulations, policy changes, Smarter Balance, etc. etc. that to now change instructional hours is pressing
beyond reasonable. The proposed change, based on our legal counsel, and our reading of the change
jeopardizes the legality of our entire school.

If you insist on going forward with a change, will you please allow for flipped classroom options,
independent study, and options other than face to face with licensed teachers and or Education
Assistants?

Our desire, along with you is to improve education, instruction, and student performance. The tech
culture in which we live and multiple learning environments available and personalized education needs
across the board, necessitate thinking outside of the box, not making it bigger.

Sincerely,

Loarph 0 %@Mygf/

Joseph VonDoloski
Executive Director
Logos Public Charter School
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OREGON STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem, Oregon 97310-1300

Re: Instructional Hours Definition 581-022-0102

Thank you for considering this testimony in regards to the new definition of instructional time.
One of the things that has been missed in all the discussions is the effect this will have on
charter schools that work with independent study students as well as homebound students in
traditional public schools.

Logos Public Charter School is in its 5" year of operation. Our model was set up to serve
students who want a hybrid of independent study, onsite classes, and required instructional
meetings. We employee 71 people while infusing millions of dollars into the community through
jobs and business and adding almost $900,000 to our sponsoring school district’s budget last
year. In an article in the local paper last year, the superintendent of Medford said that we are not
taking students from the district but reaching out to students who would not ever go to the local
school. That is true. We work with people who run the spectrum from traditional homeschoolers
who will never go to a traditional public school to people who have left the public school for
health reasons, bullying, even kids who have been placed in a shelter and need more one on
one support.

Homeschooling and independent study programs are a growing movement. According to
the National Centers for Educational Statistics (NCES), by the spring of 1999, an
estimated 850,000 students across the United States were being homeschooled. This
amounts to 1.7% of students. In 2003, 1.1 million students were reported to be homeschooled,
which equals 2.2% of students. This figure continues to increase, as in 2007 there were 1.5
million homeschooled children totaling 2.9% of the school age population. Finally, the latest
report conducted in 2012 shows that there were 1.77 million students being educated at home,
equaling 3.4% of students in the United States.

Would the Oregon Department of Education rather have them be embraced in a charter school
that exposes them to common core curriculum, assesses them academically in DIBELS, MAPS,
and Smarter Balance while providing a TSPC licensed teacher to come into their home, give
them a standards-based report card, and have them graduate with an accredited diploma or
would you rather they go back to what they were doing before our school was an option with no
accountability from a TSPC licensed educator?

On top of the things we offer above, our students participate in:
e Local Performance Assessments
e Writing Contests
e Science fairs
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o Battle of the Books

e Spelling & Geography Bee

e Physical Fitness Testing

e Day of the Distinguished

e Campus classes at the school site

e Field Trips to places like OMSI and Oregon Caves

o Last year our students raised $6251 for our local sparrow (a child suffering severe health
situation) through community service and raising money.

o Last year our students earned 1750 credits at the local colleges
And so much more.....

| believe that the new instructional hours definition needs to include independent study
programs such as ours. This will benefit schools like ours but also it will allow homebound
instruction for students in the traditional public school. | know several schools that have a
student in their school with a serious physical condition that keeps them from coming to school.
They use homebound instruction where a teacher goes to them an hour or more a day. That
would not be allowed under this new definition.

Logos Public Charter School is raising the bar for independent study students in our area.
Without our school, these students have no choices. | do not believe Oregon Department of
Education wants to abandon children in any of these situations to go back into the shadows on
their own.

Respectfully,
O e Rttt
Sheryl Zimmerer

Elementary Principal
Logos Public Charter School






